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We discuss the development & applications 

of the PF from the work of our network 

ÅHistorical aspects - Malaysian region 

ÅThe role of training programmes 

ÅNeutron applications 

ÅMulti-radiation applications 

ÅMaterials- fabrication, enhanced properties 

ÅThe DuPF 
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Historical notes:  

Development of PF in Malaysia 

ÅProfessor S P Thong started plasma 

research in Malaysia in 1960, when he 

joined the Physics Department, Universiti 

Malaya as Head of Department.  

ÅExperimental work started on: 

 Glow discharge ï S P Thong 

 Electric shock waves ï H H Teh 
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Example of UM Plasma publications  

ï pre 1970 
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HRH Prince Philip of 

Great Britain visits UM 

Physics Department, 1965,  

in conjunction with gift of 

large capacitor bank to 

start Plasma Physics 

Laboratory under Colombo 

Plan 
(R-L: Dr A Husain, Dr Lee Kuen On, Dr 

Teh Hock Heng, Lee Sing and Dr Lim 

Chuan Poh) 
 

HISTORICAL NOTE  
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40 kV bank switched by 20 kV ignitrons with 

voltage dividing gaps ï 100 capacitors in 4 modules 
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UM Bank recorded 1.92 MA in 1972 
S.P. Thong and  S. Lee.  A simplified method of switching a 2 mega-ampere capacitor bank using a voltage-

division technique.  Malaysian J. Science, Malaysia (1973), 2(B): 157-169 

 


